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FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

Mt 13:44-46 

 

Jesus said to his disciples, “The Kingdom of heaven is like a treasure buried 

in a field, which a person finds and hides again, and out of joy goes and sells 

all that he has and buys that field. Again, the Kingdom of heaven is like a 

merchant searching for fine pearls. When he finds a pearl of great price, he 

goes and sells all that he has and buys it.” 

 

Treasure buried in a field…  pearl of great price. 

 

These tow parables are similar in the sense that, in them, someone discovers 

something of precious and compelling value- a hidden treasure in one and a 

magnificent pearl in the other- and sells everything he has in order to possess 

it. 

 

The point, of course, for both parables is that the Kingdom is like this. When 

people truly encounter it and realize what it is, it enters their hearts, seizes 

their imaginations, and overwhelms them with its precious value. No price is 

too great; nothing they own can rival its value. 

 

But there the similarities between the two parables end. In the first parable, 

the someone-probably a poor man-is not looking for treasure. The treasure is 

a surprise. 

 

In the second parable, however, the pearl merchant is a seeker, a wealthy 

merchant in search of one of the ancient world’s most valued objects-fine 

pearls. 

 

So it is with the Kingdom of heaven. Some people seek it. But others are not 

on a quest at all. But then, something wonderful and surprising happens. All 

at once, God seems near, and everything pales before this new and breathtak-

ingly priceless truth. 

 

However God is experienced, whenever it occurs, 

it is the event of a lifetime. 

Let us always be open to God’s surprises! 
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

Dear Parents, Carers and Friends of St Joseph’s, 
 
Welcome to Week 2 of Term 3.   This term looks to be another exciting term full of opportunities to cele-
brate our faith, life and learning in the St Joseph’s community.  This week we start with the celebration of 
Grandparent’s Day on Friday 29th July, 2016.   
 
Sts. Joachim & Anne Feast Day   – 26th July, 2016 
Joachim and Anne were greatly honoured by God who gave them a daughter  who was to become known 
as the Mother of God! It would seem that they performed their parenting responsibilities with great grace. 
Their feast day on July 26 is a day to honour them and all grandparents for their contribution to our lives.  
Fact File 
We know very few facts about Sts. Joachim and Anne. The only recorded stories of them are from an 
apocryphal gospel dating from the 4th Century AD called the Protoevangelium of James. The legend told 
in this document says that after years of childlessness, an angel appeared to tell Anne and Joachim that 
they would have a child. Anne promised to dedicate this child to God. Whatever their names or the facts of 
their lives, we can assume that Mary was raised in a Jewish family home faithful to God and to the reli-
gious traditions of her day such that she was led to respond wholeheartedly to God’s request with faith, 
“Let it be done to me as you will.”  
(adapted from www.catholic.org/saints)  
 

 
Grandparent’s Day 

Each Grandparent is unique and irreplaceable. As society changes, the role of grandparents changes. But 
some things about grandparents are constant. Lets take some time to reflect on..  
 

Grandparents provide memories 
Grandparents see the inner beauty of the grandchild  
Grandparents help wellbeing  
Grandparents are ‘significant other adults’ in the lives of grandchildren 
Grandparents are often strong witnesses to the faith   
Grandparents often have the gift of time 
Grandchildren provide grandparents with a sense of meaning to life  
Grandparents can be the primary carers 

 
Here are some words of children about Grandparents….  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I look forward to seeing many grandparents and parents this week. 
 
God bless and be safe, 
 
Cheryl Brown. Principal  

“When they take us for 
walks, they slow down 
past things like pretty 

leaves and caterpillars.” 

  

“They show us and talk 
to us about the colours 
of the flowers and why 
we shouldn’t walk on 

cracks.” 

  

“When they read to us, 
they don’t skip.  They 

don’t mind if we ask for 
the same story over 

again.” 

  

  
“They don’t say ‘Hurry 

up.” 

“My grandparents really, really spoil us – but they 
get cranky when we don’t go to sleep”. 

  



FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

 

PYJAMA AND PANCAKE DAY 
 
Last Friday was a fantastic day, students, 
teachers and parents came to school in their 
pyjamas.  Everyone donated a gold coin to-
wards the Year 6 Fundraising for the end of 
year celebrations.  There was a great team of 
parents who cooked over 600 pancakes for 
the school community.   
 
 
 
 
 

ST JOSEPH'S SCHOFIELDS wish to express 
our appreciation of the very kind donation by 
GREEN'S GENERAL FOODS, GLENDEN-
NING of pancake mixes for the Pyjama and 
Pancake Day.  Everyone in the school com-
munity loved the scrumptious pancakes. They 
were delightful!!! 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
SCHOOL UNIFORM  
 
A thank you is extended to all parents for your 
care and support in sending the children back 
in full winter school uniform. The way in which 
our students wear their uniform is testimony to 
the pride they have in belonging to our school 
community at St Joseph’s.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
CUPPA with the Principal  
 
You are invited to come and have a cuppa with 
the principal on the following dates this term:-  
 
Monday, 22nd August at 8.45 in the Community 
Space 
Monday, 19th September at 8.45 in the Com-
munity Space. 
 
We look forward to seeing you!!  
 
 
 
 

STAFF PRAYER – Office closed between 
8.00 am – 8.15 am every Friday 
 
Every Friday the St Joseph’s staff has the op-
portunity to gather in prayer at 8.00 am in the 
school staffroom.   As a faith community, St Jo-
seph displays its Catholic identity through sym-
bol and action. These opportunities allow mem-
bers of the school community to continue to de-
velop their own personal relationship with God.  
I wish to advise that the school office will be 
closed on Fridays between 8.00 – 8.15 am so 
that all staff can avail themselves of the oppor-
tunity to prayer together as a community.  I ask 
that you support the staff by not making calls in 
and to the office between 8.00 – 8.15 am. 
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CALENDAR OVERVIEW 



 
 

UNSW COMPETITIONS 
 
We are holding the UNSW assessments on 
the following dates at 7.30 am in the Library.  
When the children arrive at 7.30, just come 
up to the front office and a teacher will be 
there to meet them.  
 
Competition Dates for Term 3 
 
English   Tuesday 2nd August 
 
Mathematics   Tuesday 16th  August  
 
 
SUPERVISION and DUTY OF CARE  
 
At St Joseph’s all staff members are aware 
of their Duty of Care responsibilities and 
exercise these each day whilst the students 
are in their care.  As a staff we have been 
working with teachers to ensure they have a 
clear understanding of their Duty of Care 
responsibilities.  We ask that parents 
support us in this.   
 
Supervision of students commences at 8am 
when a teacher rostered to do morning 
playground supervision opens the school 
gate.  Adequate supervision of students is 
provided at this time.  Direct supervision of 
students that arrive before 8am is not 
provided and they are to sit and wait at the 
school playground gate entrance area until 
the duty teacher arrives.   
 
It is recommended that parents do not drop 
off their students at school before 8am.  
Before School care is available as an 
alternative.  If students are dropped off 
before 8am, we may need to contact you to 
discuss the safety of your children.  
 
We also ask that when parents are 
collecting their children after school, that 
they supervise their children to ensure that 
they are safe at all times.  
 
 
 
 

FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 

 
 

Attendance  
  
School attendance is not only mandatory, it is 
vital to student learning. Students who are 
absent from school, whether it is a full day or 
part of the day, may be disadvantaged in their 
learning progress and ongoing development. At 
St Josephs we will be monitoring school 
attendance each week. Please ensure that you 
send in a note explaining your child’s 
absence any time they are away. Failure to 
do so after 7 days means that your child will 
be marked absent without reason. The 
teacher, Assistant Principal or Principal may 
contact you if we are concerned with your child’s 
attendance at school.  
 
If you require longer leave, please follow the 
following guidelines. 
 
1-9 days absence:  Parents must notify the 

school principal by mail or email (in 
written form) .    

 
10-99 days absence: Parents must complete 

and submit the Application for 
Extended Leave form prior to 
commencing leave OR apply for 
extended leave in writing to the principal 
directly.  If approved, the Principal issues 
a Certificate of Extended Leave.  If the 
principal declines this application (i.e it is 
not within the best interest of the child to 
take leave and be absent from school), a 
letter notifying parents that the application 
has been declined would be forthcoming 
from the school. The certificates are 
attached to the letter of extended leave or 
application form . 

 
 
 
 

Joanna Delvecchio 
Assistant Principal 



 

Let’s celebrate the gi� of Grandpar-

ents!	 
We give thanks for Grandparents and we pray for them. 

We give thanks for they connect us with our heritage 

and our roots through the mists of time. We give thanks 

for their Christian memory which inspires and enlight-

ens us. We give thanks for the example of their faith, 

for the witness of their lives, for the devotion of their 

love, for the support of their prayers. 

Bless all Grandparents and keep them in your care. 

Bless them with peace, health and healing. Reward 

them for their Faith, for their work and goodness, for 

their love and thoughtfulness, for their gifts and prayers. 

Give them a long and happy life. May old age come to 

them in the company of family and friends. And when 

life is over, unite them again, where parting will be no 

more, in the Kingdom of Your love. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

 

Let’s celebrate the gi� of Grandparents… 
  

 A very special invitation to all our Grandparents, 

parents  

and families to our 

Grandparents Day Liturgy. 

Date: Friday 29th July 2016 

Time: 8:50 am 

Place: Community hall. 
 

The liturgy will be followed by morning tea and 

open classrooms. 
 

 

 

 
   

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

FROM THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CO-ORDINATOR  

For Year 5 children and older 
 

Sacrament of Confirmation at Mary Immaculate 

Parish, Quakers Hill 

 

First Confirmation classes will begin on 6th/7th Au-

gust (Sat or Sun) 

 

If you have any further questions please contact: 

Gerald “Ged” Oblea. Sacramental Coordinator 

Email: sacramentalcoordinator@maryimmac.org.au 

   

 
 

 

 

 

News from  

Ms Chircop 
 

World Youth Day  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
After visiting the concentration camps we visited the 

Basilica -a place where you could feel the presence of 

God. St John Paul ll spent a lot of time here.  

 

We only got to climb one hill to visit one shrine. There 

are 43 sites.  

 

We had mass with 5 other dioceses from Australia.  

 

It's been amazing having mass each day! 

 
Anne Watson 

Acting REC 



 
Census Day – Friday August 5 

 
Next Friday, August 5 is Census Day when our school 
is required to collect and report data on staff and stu-
dents. This data is used to calculate the amount of gov-
ernment funding which we will be entitled to receive in 
the coming year. If you know your child will not be at-
tending school next Friday can you please send a note 
to our office advising of the reason for their absence. 
This will avoid a phone call to you on the day.  
Many thanks. 

 

Lost Property 

There is a container full of lost property in the Commu-

nity Space which needs to be collected. If your child is 

missing an item of clothing or lunch box etc. Please 

come and have a look. Any items left after Friday 12 

August, will be donated to the second hand uniform 

shop. 

School Uniform 
 

Please ensure your children are wearing their full 
school uniform as the Leadership Team will be per-
forming uniform checks and sending notes home in the 
coming weeks. 

 

The current modes of communication 
are:- 

 
Subscribe via St Joseph’s Website and receive our 

Weekly Electronic News Communication -    
      Odd week – News update. 
      Even week – Official Newsletter 

 
A paper copy of the Newsletter is available in 
the foyer of the school for parents convenience

 
Skoolbag App -  download the School Bag App and 

search for the St Joseph’s Primary School, 
Schofields  

 
St Joseph’s Primary School – Community Facebook 
Page.  This is our school’s official Facebook page.  
https://www.facebook.com/St-Josephs-Primary-School-
Schofields  This page is undated regularly and is a site 
for information regarding the school events etc and cel-
ebrations of learning. 

NEED TO KNOW 

Grandparents… 
 
Madison & Aidan share their thoughts and put 

some interesting questions together about 

Grandparents and what they mean to us.  
 

 

What do you think of when you think about your 
grandparents? Do you think of cookies, presents, 
or just of them and the warmth they bring to your 
family? This Friday St. Joseph's will be celebrating 
all grandparents. The ones that are with us and the 
ones that are up in heaven. Our grandparents are 
precious and even if they're overseas or up in 
heaven we can still celebrate what they mean to 
us. 
 

 

Now I want you to take a moment to think about 
what life was like for your grandparents. What 
technology, sport and cars were around when your 
grandparents were children? Do they have lots of 
memories from when they were young? Was it 
safe ? Was life busy and were they always rush-
ing? What do they think of  all our technology? Has 
it improved our lifestyle or were things more simple 
when they were a child? There are so many ques-
tions we can ask our grandparents about history 
and things they have seen during their lifetime. We 
can all sit down and share a story. 
 

 

Our grandparents are special no matter where they 
live, whether we see them often or only every now 
and again. Our grandparents can teach us many 
things and share some great memories from when 
they grew up. 
 
This Friday we thank our grandparents for all they 
have done for us and continue to do, their uncondi-
tional love and support.  
 

WE LOVE YOU 

GOING TO PRESS 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                          Bronze Awards 

 

ASSEMBLY AWARDS 

Gospel Value —Week 9 

Scarlett Goodman 

Faith Hanchieng 

Evie Cvetanovski 

Oscar Griffin 

Lincoln Magro 

Caitlyn Thorburn 

Rubie Constable 

Mustafa Hashim 

Jayden Rook 

Jade Leeson 

Cameron Brooks 

Lya Outschroon 

 

Gospel Value —Week 10 

Harrison Szkut 

Cooper Thorburn 

Alastair Laylo-McCall 

Keashan Kotli 

Georgia Pafumi 

Isaac Wilson 

Samira Alcasas 

Lachlan Hawkes 

Chelsea Smith 

 

 

 

 

Student of the Week —Week 9 Student of the Week– Week 10 

Jackson Miles Natalie Edwards 

Charlton Carrier Carly Powell 

Pranav Sajja Lexie Beacroft 

Joseph Blanchard Isabelle Parfumi 

Harley Ransfield Jacob Cremona 

Thomas O’Brein Charlotte Feather 

Jonah Mondragon Sam Griffin 

Nicholas McAuliffe-Turner Ben Plummer 

Jade Lennox  

Alexander Whiteley  

Aidan Gosling  

Madison Ozmun  

  

Evangeline	Cvetanovski 

Ryan	Thomas 

Ty	Opdam 

Georgia	Wilson 

Gabriella	Borazio 

Jeizek Reyes 

Lachlan Vella 

Ava	Gleeson 

Cameron	Grima 

Mitchell	Lennox 

Billy	O’Brien 

Rhys	Sultana 

Ryan Khan 

Ashlee Gosling 



 

NEED TO KNOW 



 

NEED TO KNOW 



NEED TO KNOW 

MakerSpace 

 
We are now up to Round 3 of MakerSpace ses-

sions, and the leaders and participants are as fol-

lows; 

 

French knitting 

Leaders: Brandon Barnsley and Justin Power 

Lia – Year 2 

Gabi – Year 2 

Sahani – Year 2 

Aidan – S3B 

Miguel Sanchez – S3B 

Hayley Hogbin – 3B 

Sienna Vella – 3W 

Kayla Apap – 3B 

 

Lego 

Leaders: Joel Farrugia and Sebastiano 

Jayden – 4W 

Braydon – 3B 

Zac – K-6 Gold 

Garth - K-6 Gold 

Jordan - K-6 Gold 

Faried Smith - Year 3 

Clyde Tordecillas – Year 5 

Aaron Rillera – Year 6 

Jesse James C  - Year 1 

 

Construction 

Leaders Amber and Jade Leeson 

Molly M – S3W 

Ishita S – S3W 

Charlotte Feather – 4B 

Cooper Ellims – 4W 

Charlie K – Year 2 

Angelique – Year 2 

Lexie B – 1B 

Andre – K-6 Gold 

 

Coding 

Leaders: Kenneth Jao and Laurie Spiteri 

Mustafa – Year 4 

Jayden – Year 2 

Eammon – Stage 3 

Michael B – 3W 

Lachlan M - K-6 Gold 

Spencer - K-6 Gold 

Evie Cventanovski – Year 1 

Aiko Granada – Year 3 

Jack W—Year 1 

 

MakerSpace is held in the library at recess time 

on Monday, Wednesday and Friday.  

 

Joanne Neill 

Library Technician 



NEED TO KNOW  

 



NEED TO KNOW 



NEED TO KNOW 

BUILDING CHILD SAFE COMMUNITIES – NEW FORMS FOR ALL VOLUNTEERS AND CONTRAC-
TORS 
 
‘Building Child Safe Communities’ is a new initiative developed by Catholic Education Diocese of Parra-
matta that enhances our commitment to ensuring the safety and wellbeing of all students in our care. It 
is now a requirement that all volunteers and contractors complete an online undertaking form that con-
firms expectations in relation to behaviour whilst volunteering or contracting at schools, Catholic Out of 
Schools Hours Care and Catholic Early Learning Centres. This undertaking form also seeks to deter-
mine the suitability of volunteers and contractors by requiring them to declare that they do not have a 
criminal history involving children.  
 

Volunteers – please click on ‘Building Child Safe Communities – Undertaking for Volunteers’ or ac-
cess the form via the Catholic Education Diocese of Parramatta public webpage http://
www.parra.catholic.edu.au, then click on ‘Child Protection Training Forms’ (halfway down page on 
the right hand side). 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Then click on ‘Volunteer Form’ (halfway down page). 
 
You will receive a confirmation email once the form has been submitted. Your details are maintained 

confidentially in a central database and a copy of your confirmation is emailed to the location 
where you are volunteering. 

 
Contractors – please click on ‘Building Child Safe Communities – Undertaking for Contractors or access 

the form via the Catholic Education Diocese of Parramatta public webpage  
http://www.parra.catholic.edu.au, then click on ‘Child Protection Training Forms’ (halfway down page on 

the right hand side). 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Then click on ‘Contractor Form’ (bottom of page). 
 

You will receive a confirmation email once the form has been submitted. Your details are maintained 
confidentially in a central database and a copy of your confirmation is emailed to the location where 
you are contracting. 

 
A new form is required: 
 

For each location that you are a volunteer or contractor 
If any of the details you have provided on the form change  

 
We thank all volunteers and contractors for their continued support of Catholic Education. 

 


