St Joseph’s Primary Schofields Newsletter
Term 3 Week 8 2020
Principal’s Message
Dear Parents,
We have been back at school for almost a term now and the children’s learning is
humming along. The time of home leaning has made us all anxious to see the progress
of the students. I can see, and the teachers are reporting, good progress. This is with
your help too. Home reading is as important as ever!
Most grades are still continuing an element of the homework or school work as online,
as this keeps the skills of the children, in case we need to return to home learning at
any stage.
The emphasis in all classes is on the basics of English and Maths to give us a more
streamlined and focussed curriculum after the time of interruption.
Part of the return to school, and as a way to support the children in an anxious time
for the world and the country, every Friday we have a fun Friday. After 2 weeks of fun
with Daffodil Day and Jersey Day, this week our approach is quieter. The children are
creating a cross with the theme of hope and all the crosses will be joined together to
show the power of love and prayer.
Kind Regards,
Mrs Lesley Studans
Principal

Assistant Principal
ATTENDANCE
Every day counts for our students and every minute missed of learning adds up.
Keep up the attendance (if there are no flu-like symptoms) and remember that if you
have any concerns to speak to either Mrs Bourke or Mrs Delvecchio.

1

It is not only important that your child attends school each day but that they arrive at
school on time. Please make allowances for traffic and parking as these often
cause delays.
If your child is away from
school, it is important
that you provide the
classroom teacher with
a note outlining the
reason that your child
was away within 7 days.
The
teachers
are
required to mark on the
roll the reason for the
student’s absence. If no
note is given, then no
explanation can be
provided
for
the
absence. If you would
like to send an electronic
message about absences, we ask that you do not send it through SeeSaw but use the
Skoolbag ap instead.
WALK SAFELY TO SCHOOL DAY

This
Friday,
11th
September is WALK
SAFELY TO SCHOOL
DAY. All primary school students across Australia are
asked to walk to school on this day as a way to
encourage children to lead a healthier, more active
lifestyle by simply including a walk at the beginning and
at the end of each day. The event also promotes
reduced car-dependency, greater use of public
transport, cleaner air, improved diets and road safety to
primary school children throughout Australia. I know
many of our families walk to school already and
encourage safe practices of using the crossing as a safe way to cross the road and
teaching them to stop at the crossing before walking to wait for cars to stop.
MORE INFO: www.walk.com.au/wstsd
CEDP Road Safety - Facebook Page
We have our very own Road Safety Facebook Page which we will be updating on a
regular basis and we would love for you and your schools to follow us. Search for Road
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Safety Education - Catholic Education Diocese of Parramatta or click on the link and
give us a Like. https://www.facebook.com/roadsafetyeducationCEDP

Mrs Joanna Delvecchio
Assistant Principal

COVID & Staffing
I’ve had a few questions from parents about changes in staffing. I can confirm that we
have made no changes in staffing. However, in this brave new world of COVID, to
keep the school COVID safe, we ask staff to stay at home and get tested if they have
any symptoms of cold and flu. As many of our staff are parents, this may also apply to
their children too. Replacing absent staff has become quite difficult, despite having
reliable casuals who are familiar to the children. This has meant that we have had to
split some classes and rearrange release time for leaders and teachers too when we
have the casual staff available. All care is taken to ensure that the disruption to the
children’s learning and any special programs that the children are involved in are not
disrupted.

Father’s Day
Happy Belated Father’s Day to all our dads.
We’re sorry that we couldn’t have our usual breakfast and liturgy but
I’m sure you got spoiled anyway!
Special thanks to our Parent Group who organised the Father’s Day gift stall.
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Religious Education Co-ordinator

Mrs Anne Watson
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Cash Payments
Just a reminder that no cash payments are accepted at the school. Any payments
can be made by EFTPOS. School fee payments can be made with cash at an
Australia Post office. This is a directive from the Catholic Education Office, Parramatta.
Thank you

Carpark
A reminder that the carpark is off limits to parents. Please do not enter the carpark to
drop off or pick up your child. Rainy weather is not an excuse due to the safety of the
students who enter the carpark.

Morning Drop Off
We have 2 options for dropping off students via car.
•

A reminder if you need assistance to get your child out of the car, the bus bay
on Alex Avenue is the best place for this. Mrs Bourke and a teacher are out
there every morning.

•

The Nazarene Crescent Gate is only for students who are able to get out of
the car independently.

Morning Right turns on Alex Avenue
If at all possible, please enter from the left and leave from the left to keep the flow of
traffic going.
Queueing Etiquette for Rolling Pick Up
Please look for the end of the queue and join the queue at that point. Try not to queue
early as this can cause an unsafe build up of traffic on Alex Avenue. Please display
your pickup number clearly.
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Jersey Day
Last Friday the children wore their favourite teams’ colours or jerseys to school. It’s
interesting to see the variety of teams our community supports. Every sport and
nationality was represented. It’s a fun way to raise awareness of organ donation in
memory of a special young man, called Nathan Gremmo who tragically passed away.
Nathan donated his organs and so his memory lives on through this gift.

Second Hand Uniform Shop
Our Second Hand Uniform Shop runs on the generosity of our parents.
Should you have any unwanted uniforms, we would very much appreciate donations to our
school shop. Thank you.

Drink Bottles
Please ensure that your child has a drink bottle each day as the bubblers are not
available to be used during the current COVID restrictions.

Daffodil Day
A big thank you to everyone for their support on Daffodil Day. St Joseph's really was
a "sea of yellow." As a school we raised $758. A fantastic effort.

Miss Kimberley van Gend
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Vacation Care
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Fruit & Veg Month
Our school is participating in Fruit & Veg Month 2020. This year’s theme is ‘Planet
Fruit & Veg’, because eating more fruit and veg is good for us and the planet.
As part of Fruit & Veg Month we are sending home
information each week on how to ‘up the fruit and veg’ at your
place – for yourselves and the Planet.
We all know fruit and vegetables are good for you and your
family. But how much does your body need?
Use this handy guide to find out.

Read the resource and answer the survey questions to go into the running for a $20
shopping voucher.
Mrs Kimberley Turner
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