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Dear Parents,  
 
We are now in the season of Advent. The season of preparation. Although we start 
going to Christmas parties and shop for our families and friends, Catholics also think 
about the ‘reason for the season’. There are so many beautiful things about Christmas. 
It’s the birth of a powerful saviour to a humble family in a humble place - a stable.  For 
the children it’s the joy of anticipation. Waiting for Christmas can take forever! Just like 
waiting for the birth of Jesus to the ancient Jews. It’s the way light is used to symbolise 
love and goodness. Perhaps you have spent some time putting lights up at your house.  
It’s the way we teach the children to think and pray, preparing by being good and by 
seeing goodness in the world.  
 
Kinder, Year 1 and Year 2 have a special naughty elf who moves around 
the classroom. The children are checking on him for Santa and the teachers 
are having lots of fun creating Christmas and Advent activities for the 
children.   
 
Teachers are also preparing Semester 2 reports which will go home next Wednesday. 
Also, at this time of the year we start considering classes for next year. We ask the 
children to nominate their friends and choose amongst the friends to make sure that 
the children all have a friend in their class. The chief consideration when creating 
classes is of course the learning, so that may mean that your child does not have their 
best friend if they are a distraction. We will let the children know of their classes on 
next Tuesday. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kind Regards,  
 
Mrs Lesley Studans 
Principal 
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Assistant Principal 

 
 

ST JOSEPH'S - ‘LEAP IN2 READING’ SUMMER HOLIDAY CHALLENGE  

 

I do believe that something very magical can happen when you read a good book.  JK 

Rowling. 

 

It is so critical to keep up reading during the holidays with your children.  Not only is 

reading exercise for the brain, it helps develop imagination and teaches children about 

the world around them. It also continues to develop and consolidate vital literacy skills 

the children have been learning at school all year.  

 

Over the summer holiday, keep up the reading and participate in the St Joseph’s 

Leap in2 Reading Summer Holiday Challenge.  The challenge is to find yourself 

‘leap in2 reading’ wherever you are during your Summer holiday.  Send your photos 

to stjosephsevents22@gmail.com.  These will be published on Facebook and a winner 

will be decided early Term 1 with a $100 audible children’s book online subscription to 

be won.   Please indicate in the email if you do not wish your photo to be published 

on Facebook.  You will still be eligible for the prize.   

 

Over the summer holiday, keep up the reading and participate in two Summer Reading 

competitions - the St Joseph's Leap in2 Reading Summer Holiday Challenge and 

the Executive Director’s Summer Reading Challenge.  

 

The Executive Director’s reading challenge information and how to enter can be found 

on the following webpage  https://www.parra.catholic.edu.au/News-and-

Events/Whats-On/EDSRC 

 

 

 

mailto:stjosephsevents22@gmail.com
https://www.parra.catholic.edu.au/News-and-Events/Whats-On/EDSRC
https://www.parra.catholic.edu.au/News-and-Events/Whats-On/EDSRC
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AWARDS  

 

Each year we present our students with class and whole school awards.  Two students 

from each class are selected to receive one of the following awards: Student 

Excellence Award and Mary MacKillop Award. At a whole school level, teachers 

nominate one student from their grade that they believe meets the criteria for the St 

Joseph’s Award. The leadership team then meets to decide which one student in 

infants and one student in primary will receive this award.   These awards will be 

presented to the students on Wednesday 16th December  at 11am for infants 

awards and 12pm for primary awards.  Only parents whose children are 

receiving the award are able to attend the awards ceremony due to COVID 

restrictions.  Parents will be notified via a phone if their child is receiving an 

award.  

  

Below are details of the award selection criteria that teachers use when selecting their 

students to receive these awards. 

 

 

STUDENT EXCELLENCE AWARD 

  

Criteria for Student Excellence Awards - Each teacher nominates ONE student per 

class 

who meets at least 3 of the criteria. 

  

An “Excellent Student” is someone who has demonstrated: 

 

● Consistent effort and achievement in any one or more areas of learning; 

● Effective study habits/organization and responsibility for their own learning; 

● Inclusiveness of all class members and helped others in their learning; 

● Awareness of social justice by standing up for or by those excluded; 

● Interest in the whole school not just themselves or their friendship groups; 

● A significant positive contribution to the classroom atmosphere; 

● Sensitivity to the needs of others and actively promoted harmonious 

relationships; 

● Consistent courtesy and good manners to all; 

● Initiative with ideas and activities that contribute to the life of the school. 
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MARY MACKILLOP AWARD 

 

Criteria for Mary MacKillop Award 

  

Each teacher nominates ONE student to receive a Mary MacKillop Award.  This is 

the student from your class who regularly demonstrates the following 

  

“Never see a need without doing something about it” 

  

  

ST JOSEPH'S AWARD CRITERIA AND SELECTION 

 

This Shield will be given to TWO students in the school who regularly demonstrate the 
following which also reflects the person that St Joseph was.   
 
A student who - Lives justly, loves tenderly and walks humbly with God (Micah 6:8) 
 
There will be an Infants and a Primary St Joseph's Award 
 
The infants focus will be - A student that” Loves Tenderly” 
The primary focus will be - A student that “Lives Justly” 
And both that... “walk humbly with God”  
 
 

ATTENDANCE 
 
Only two and half weeks of the term to go and everyone is getting tired making it very 
tempting to keep your children at home or to let them sleep in in the morning and get 
to school late.  Keep in mind that being at school contributes to your child’s learning 
and building relationships. Every minute missed of learning adds up.  Mrs Bourke and 
myself are here if you need support.   But please - if your child presents with any flu-
like symptoms please keep them at home and get them COVID tested.  Remember to 
keep them at home until you receive the results of the test and they no longer have 
any symptoms.   
 

If your child is away from school, it is important 
that you provide the classroom teacher with a 
note outlining the reason that your child was away 
within 7 days.  The teachers are required to mark 
on the roll the reason for the student’s absence.  
If no note is given then no explanation can be 
provided for the absence.  
 
 
 

 

 

 

MrsJoanna Delvecchio 

Assistant Principal 
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Upcoming Important Dates 

 

Wed, 16th  December Last Day of School for Students 

 

2021 

27th, 28th, 29th January Kindy 2021 MAI Testing 

27th & 28th January  Yr 1-6 2021 MAI Testing 

Friday, 29th January  Yr 1-6 First Day of School 

Monday, 1st February Kindy First Day of School 

 

 

Religious Education Co-ordinator 
 

 

 Congratulations to Conor and Thomas  

 

O’Brien who received the Sacrament of  
 

Confirmation at St John’s Riverstone  
 

last week 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Advent Prayer 

Lord God, 
You ask us through the words of the prophet 
John the Baptist to prepare space for you in our 
hearts and a place for you in our world. 
We pray that during these days of Advent we 
may do all we can to; 
Love you more dearly 

Follow you more nearly 

See you more clearly 

day by day............... 
Help us during these days of Advent to welcome 
you 

more deeply into our lives. 
Amen 
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Mrs Anne Watson 

Religious Education Co-ordinator 
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Library News 
 

 

As 2020 draws to a close, all books are needed back in the library for a well deserved 

rest over the Christmas holidays. This is especially important for Year 6 students, as 

any overdue library loans will follow them to high school next year.  So please return 

all books.  

 

In the meantime, The Executive Director's Summer Reading Challenge has begun 

and will run until 1st February 2021. Read as many books as you can and tell us why 

you love them by filling out this form for your chance to win one of two chromebooks 

or one of 30 gift vouchers! This is a great time to rediscover your local public library. 

 

Mrs Joanna Neil 

Librarian 

 

 

Play Dough Activity 
 

The activity duty this week was making play dough. We made the play dough from 

scratch and it turned out great. The children loved the experience. 

 

 

 

 

 

Miss Maria Longo 

Year 1 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSczO0BYH2aFJ-nkM81HV69_Y5yBcblA2Zyy91_VK5Kd3Ba0vg/viewform
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Swimming Carnival 

 

Last Friday we held our annual Swimming Carnival at Riverstone Pool. It was a 

beautiful warm day just perfect for our school team of 39 students to hit the water and 

showed us their amazing swimming skills. Congratulations goes to all the students 

who participated and tried their best, we were all so very proud of you. Our school age 

champions and our 2021 zone team will be announced shortly. 

 

 

 

Teachers Verses Students Touch Football Competition 

  

On Wednesday of week 6, the whole school got to witness the Fitzroy touch football 

team take on the teachers in an extremely fun and exciting game of touch football. The 

teachers ended up coming out on top with Mr. Gemmell making a brilliant intercept to 

score the one and only point of the game.  

 

A big thank you goes out to all the Stage 3 students who took part on the day and in 

the games leading up to the final match.  You made your house teams proud! 

 

A massive thanks also to all the teachers who got into the spirit of things both on and 

off the field and finally the biggest thanks of all goes to Cameron Grima who did a 

fantastic job of refereeing on the day.  
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Well done St. Joseph’s!! 

 

 

2021 Parramatta Diocesan Team Sport Trials are OPEN! 

  

Primary students enrolled in Year 5 and 6 in 2021 are invited to participate in the 

Parramatta Diocesan Team Sport Trials. It is important to note that these trials are 

generally for those children who display an above-average ability and/or have 

representative experience in their chosen sport. While teams are open in age it is 

strongly recommended that only children of a representative standard in Years 5 and 

6 in 2021 be invited to attend.  

  

Parramatta Diocesan trials will be held in the following sports: AFL, Basketball, Cricket, 

Hockey, Football, Hockey, Netball, Rugby League (11yrs & Opens), Rugby Union, 

Softball, Tennis & Touch Football. The sports of Diving & Golf will be held at the 

MacKillop level. 

  

To be eligible for selection for these trials the 2021 CEDP Primary Sport TEAM 

Registration Form must be completed. Please visit the Parramatta Diocesan Primary 

Sport website or Facebook for the link and information. 

  

WEBSITE: www.primarysportparra.catholic.edu.au 

FACEBOOK: Primary Sport Parramatta Diocese 
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This online form is an EXPRESSION OF INTEREST for 2021 Parramatta Diocesan 

Primary Sport Team trials. Parents may complete this form to attend a selection trial. 

One form is to be completed per child, per individual sport. Each sport has its own 

criteria, therefore, it is imperative that the correct form is completed. 

  

Please note that your online registration is an EXPRESSION OF INTEREST ONLY 

and MUST be approved by the child's school. For the child to attend the nominated 

trial or event, the school approves students based on playing history and selection 

criteria. All fields and especially “Representative Experience” if applicable to the sport 

MUST be completed. Under no circumstances will a child be eligible to trial if the 2021 

CEDP Primary Sport TEAM Registration Form has not been completed and approved 

by the school by the closing date. 

 

More detailed information can be located in the 2021 CEDP Parra Primary Sport Rep 

Team Trials Info for Parents COVID19 information sheet. 

 

Mrs Kim Turner 

 

Uniform Donations 

 

Our Second Hand Uniform Shop relies on the generosity of our parents.  As our stocks 

are running low, we would greatly appreciate any donations. Thank you to those 

parents who have donated. 

 

 

School Fees 

 

Thank you to the families who have paid their school fee account for the year. We 

understand that some families have been affected financially by COVID and struggling 

to pay their fees. As the end of year is fast approaching, please contact Leonie Beck, 

our Finance Officer on 88698100 or lbeck@parra.catholic.edu.au  if you are unable to 

finalise your debt before the end of the year. 

 

Also a reminder if your child is not returning to school next year to let the office know. 
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St John Paul II Catholic College – 2022 Enrolments Open Now! 

 

Year 7 – 10 Campus: 85 Hambledon Road, Schofields, 2762 

Year 11 – 12 Campus: Eastern Road, Quakers Hill, 2763 

  

St John Paul II Catholic College is now receiving enrolment applications for Year 7 - 2022 and 
there are some vacancies in Year 7 -12 - 2021. 

 

Check out https://www.stjohnpaul2.catholic.edu.au/About-Us/What-We-Offer to see why John 
Paul II is best for you! 

 

Save the date for St John Paul II’s Open Day on March 8th, 2021! Due to COVID-19, we 
understand that we may have limited numbers for Open Day, but that doesn’t mean you can’t see 
the school before joining! Please feel free to check out our campuses online via a virtual tour of 
our Year 7 – Year 10 campus in Schofields and Year 11 – 12 Campus in Quakers Hill here: 
https://www.stjohnpaul2.catholic.edu.au/About-Us/Virtual-Tours . You will be given the opportunity 
to view the school grounds and facilities from the comfort of your own homes. 

 

Enrolment applications are available via the following link: 
https://www.stjohnpaul2.catholic.edu.au/Enrol-Now/How-to-enrol or contact Fay Lovett in the 
office at 9208 7200 to enquire further. 

We look forward to hearing from you and having you become a part of our community! 

Feel free to check out our Facebook and Instagram page to keep updated on the St John Paul 
II community journey! 

https://www.facebook.com/StJohnPaul2CC/    

 https://www.instagram.com/stjpiicc/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.stjohnpaul2.catholic.edu.au/About-Us/What-We-Offer
https://www.stjohnpaul2.catholic.edu.au/About-Us/Virtual-Tours
https://www.stjohnpaul2.catholic.edu.au/About-Us/Virtual-Tours
https://www.stjohnpaul2.catholic.edu.au/About-Us/Virtual-Tours
https://www.stjohnpaul2.catholic.edu.au/Enrol-Now/How-to-enrol
https://www.facebook.com/StJohnPaul2CC/
https://www.instagram.com/stjpiicc/
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Vacation Care 2021 
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