St Joseph’s Primary Schofields Newsletter
Term 1 Week 3 2021
Principal’s Message
Dear Parents and Carers,
Yesterday we had our opening school mass with Fr Oliver. What a rare treat to meet
as a school and pray together our most important Catholic prayer. The blessing and
sharing of the bread and wine in the Mass connects us to Jesus’ celebration of the last
supper with his most treasured friends over two thousand years ago.
I was so proud of the children and especially our new students in Kindergarten and
our new school leaders. All students in Year 6 receive a special badge and our elected
school leaders received their badges.
The Gospel reading chosen was about worry and I thought I would share Jesus’
message with you. A great message for today’s world in the time of COVID!
I look forward to seeing you at school again next week for Meet the Teachers interview.
Don’t forget to book your interview. If you are having any difficulties, please contact
the office or your child’s teacher via the SeeSaw app.

Kind Regards,
Mrs Lesley Studans
Principal
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Assistant Principal
WELCOME BACK! So good to welcome so many new students and families to our
growing school and to see existing students and parents excited for the new year to
start as well as getting an opportunity to see the new building. As always, I am looking
very forward to working with this wonderful community in 2021.
The year started with the administration of the Mathematics Assessment Interviews
with the students as part of our Extending Mathematical Understanding (EMU)
program. This interview is an important part of our preparation for teaching
Mathematics as it gives teachers specific information about the student's
development, strengths and areas of need in Mathematics so that they can deliver a
tailored Mathematics program.
Over the coming weeks, the Kindergarten, Year 1 and Year 2 teachers administer an
Early Years Literacy assessment which provides valuable data of the literacy levels
and needs in the infants’ grades.
The data of these two assessments gives us a snapshot of the Numeracy and Literacy
achievements across the school. This data is continually tracked throughout the year
and updated as students make progress.
Stage Coordinators - Learning Leaders
Part of the Leadership Team are our Stage Coordinators which are our learning
leaders. They work closely with the teachers in regards to learning and managing
behaviours to ensure quality teaching and learning at our school. This year we
welcome Paula Murphy to the team. Here are our stage learning leaders for 2021;
Early Stage 1
Stage 1
Stage 2
Stage 3

Katie Bates
Paula Murphy
Trevor Atkins
Anne Watson

ATTENDANCE - EVERY DAY COUNTS!
Each day that your child attends school is a
valuable day, not only are they provided with
opportunities to learn about themselves and
develop relationships with their peers, teacher
and community, they are deepening their
knowledge and skills about the world around
them.
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Each and every teacher and members of staff at St Joseph’s cares for all the children
in the school. Over the Christmas break they have been working collaboratively in
preparing a welcoming and safe classroom and school environment as well as a
stimulating and engaging curriculum to help each student achieve their potential and
develop themselves as a whole person - emotionally, physically, intellectually and
spiritually.
Daily attendance at school is critical to ensuring that your child is provided with these
opportunities.
In 2021, St Joseph’s will be continuing the work of ensuring that students are at school
everyday. ‘Every Learner, Every Day’, an initiative designed to all remind students
and parents why regular school attendance is so important. Vicki Bourke and I work
very closely in monitoring attendance and supporting families.
If your child is away, it is important that this is communicated to your child’s classroom
teacher with a note explaining their absence within 7 days. If you wish to take
extended leave of more than 5 days, please complete the appropriate form, available
on the school website, as this leave needs to be approved by the principal.

MrsJoanna Delvecchio
Assistant Principal

Upcoming Important Dates
Wed, 17th February
Thurs, 18th February
Tues, 23rd February
Mon, 15th March
Friday, 19th March

3pm -7pm Meet the Teacher – Book Now!
Zone Swimming Carnival
St Joseph’s Parent Group & 2021 Election
School Cross Country
St Joseph’s Feast Day Mass

COVID Heatlh Guidelines mean that for whole school events above, parents are not
onsite. For events that are timed such as Meet the Teachers evening, parents are
allowed onsite with our COVID safe plan.
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Religious Education Co-ordinator

Ash Wednesday
Liturgy
17th February
All students and teachers will gather together for our
Ash Wednesday Liturgy 17th February

Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of the Church’s season of Lent. The marking of
the ashes on our foreheads on Ash Wednesday is an expression of our faith and a
sign that we are asking God for forgiveness.
It is a time of prayer, fasting and giving to others. When we
pray, we come closer to God so that we are better able to
realise our baptismal promise to live justly as Jesus teaches
us. Fasting helps us remember the needs of the poor, who
often have no choice but to go without basic needs such as
food, water and shelter. Giving to the poor, or ‘almsgiving’, is a
sign of our commitment to justice. It reminds us of our blessings
and allows us to give thanks for all that God has given us. We
think especially of all those around the world who have been
affected by the COVID-19 virus.
On this day, we will encourage our students to think about what they are going to pray
for, what they are going to give or give up and how they can make a difference to
others, or the environment, this Lent.
As we prepare for Easter, the most important time in the Church’s calendar, let us
remember Jesus’ messages of love and mercy, and ask God to bless us so that we
can ‘Be More’ in our own lives and in the lives of others.

God of hope and compassion,
You remind us of the need to turn away from our own desires, and to care for our
neighbours throughout the world.
We pray that during this time of Lent, we may grow in understanding of the
challenges faced by those who do not have much in our world as we make a home
for them in our hearts.
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As we think about the challenges of others, help us to challenge ourselves to ‘Be
More’ kind, more generous, more courageous and more compassionate. Be with us
as we walk side by side with our global brothers and sisters.
We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen

This Lent, I aspire to Be More by...

Mrs Anne Watson
Religious Education Co-ordinator

Library News
Welcome back to the Library – the books have missed you!
Happily classes have been visiting the Library, and have been borrowing books and listening
to stories. This year classes will be visiting the library on the following days:Monday – Years 1 and 2 and K-6 Gold
Wednesday – Classes 3F, 3M and Year 5
Thursday – Kindergarten D
Friday – Kindergartens M, V and PS, Class 3S, Years 4 and 6
It is essential for each child to bring a library bag on their scheduled library day. Library bags
keep books safe from being damaged and/or being lost. As long as the bag is big enough
and strong enough to carry the books (fairly much any bag will suffice) and please have your
child’s name on the bag.
Looking forward to sharing many pages of adventures throughout 2021!

Mrs Joanna Neil
Librarian
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School Fees
School Fees Statement
School Fees statements will be posted to your home address sometime next week. If
you have not received your statement by 26th February, please contact our office and
we will send a copy. You will be offered an arrangement to pay these fees by
instalments when you receive your statement or otherwise fees will be due 30 days
from the date of the statement.

School Leaders for 2021
School Captains: Lexie Beacroft & Kade Ellims
Vice Captains:

Scarlet McKevitt & Steven Sumith

House Captains
Penola:
MacKillop:
Tenison:
Fitzroy:

Amelia Vincent & Rhys Macdonald
Olivia Benson & Oscar Griffin
Ashlee Gosling & Cohen Gregory
Naomi Sultana & Pranav Lalji

Bus Travel
Bus travel is a convenient way for your child to travel to and from school. If you would
like to find out if there is a bus that your child can catch, a bus timetable is located at
the back of this newsletter or contact Busways directly.
It is important that your child has an OPAL card if they are travelling on the bus. If
your child does not have one, you can obtain a form from the school website to apply
for a free school travel OPAL card. If you do not qualify for a free school travel OPAL
card, you will need to obtain a student OPAL card and ensure that it has enough funds
on the card to pay the fare.

6

No Nut Products
St Joseph’s is Nut Free and Allergy Aware.
Just a reminder that St Joseph’s is strictly a nut free school. Please keep this in mind
when packing your child’s school recess and lunch.
-No Peanut Butter
-No Nutella
-No Nuts or Nut Products

Medication
Parents please note we are unable to give Panadol to students. If your child requires
medication, you need to provide written authority and the Panadol. Prescribed
medication needs to be labeled and handed into the office with the appropriate
details.

Change of Clothes for Kindy
Can you please ensure your Kindy child has a change of clothes (underwear,
trousers, tunic and socks) in case of an accident at school. It avoids embarrassment
for your child if they have their own clothes.

New Car Rules to Remember
Left in and left out of the Bus Bay for Kiss and Drop in the morning. No right-hand
turn out of the Bus Bay.
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Car Park
Just a reminder that the car park is for staff parking only and for parents dropping
off for COSHC in the mornings. This is to ensure the safety of all children using the
pedestrian walkways. Please take care when walking through the car park and
always use the pedestrian gate. Our car park works requires extra vigilance.

Canteen Menu
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