St Joseph’s Primary, Schofields
Newsletter

Term 1, Week 8 2022

Principal’'s Message

Dear Parents and Carers,

Over the past week we have had a number of special events at school that shows our wonderful
school spirit of “together we can”.

On Friday, Fr Oliver blessed our new classrooms. The children treated him like a celebrity as he
blessed a cross for each learning space and prayed with the children.

We had a very successful Open Day on the weekend. Our Year 6 school leaders (and all of Year 6
are leaders) cheerfully showcased the school. They spoke about our Joey Code, our learning theme
for the year, “curious and engaged learners”. All who visited left very impressed. As you can imagine
our enrolments are now filling up quickly so if you have a family member or neighbour wanting to
enrol please encourage them to do so soon.

Yesterday we were blessed with a lovely sunny morning, so we were able to hold our Cross Country
for the children in Years 2-6. The children enjoyed the walk to the park, some were able to point out
their house and some were hoping the ice-cream van parked in a driveway was open for business.
Some children enjoyed walking the Cross Country track as well! However, the majority tried hard
and there were some lovely instances of children cheering each other on. Two little fellas, who were
finding the distance a challenge “worked as a team” running together across the line. It was a win for
friendship! It was so good to see the parents who were able to watch.

Next Monday, 21% March, we will celebrate Harmony Day. Children are able to wear an orange item
such as a hat or hair accessory, perhaps a bangle or socks. We will raise money on this day for the
Vinnies Flood Appeal people in our community who have been affected by the floods. Please see
our Harmony Day poster on the next page.

It so lovely to see the school come alive with celebrations and events!

I——
- Alone we can do so little,

TOGETHER
WE CAN DO

GREAT
THINGS

(e

Kind Regards,

Mrs Lesley Studans
Principal
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Harmony Day — Monday 215 March 2022

Donations towards the Vinnie’s Flood Appeal can be made by clicking on the below link,

https://donate.vinnies.org.au/donation-hub

DONATE A DOLLAR TO THE VINNIES
FLOOD APPEAL! (ALL DONATIONS 6O
TO FLOOD VICHIMS)

VINNIES

FLOOD APPEAL

a B
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Car Safety in the morning in Nazarene Crescent

Please be very careful at morning drop off. Recently we had a
minor accident and each morning there are near misses.

Our staff indicate to you to move forward of the main gates as
that allows more space for neighbours.

Overtaking and U-turns are not safe.
As always at school drop off leave plenty of time for traffic. If you

require assistance to get your child out of the car, please use the
Alex Avenue Bus Bay in the morning.

Assistant Principal’s Update

School Photos
This year, St Joseph’s school photos for all students will be taken on Friday 13th May 2022.
This is in Week 3, Term 2. Envelopes to order your photos will be sent home in the coming weeks.

All students will be required to wear their Full Winter Uniform. Please ensure your child has
their full school winter uniform in time for school photos. Although Friday is a sports uniform day for
some students, an exception will be made for this day and ALL students will be required to wear
their full Winter Uniform.

Ordering your child’s Winter Uniform is via the QKR App through Oz Fashions. The school receives
ONE delivery EVERY TUESDAY and uniforms are sent to your child’s classroom to take home.

During Weeks 1-2 of Term 2, children have the option of Summer or Winter uniform as we transition
between the warmer and cooler weather, however, from Week 3 ALL students are to be in Winter
uniform.

Student Representative Council (SRC)
Congratulations to the following students:

K Blue K White K Green K Yellow
Sophia Wilson Ryan Cabhill Oliver Whitford Alex Bowman
1 Blue 1 White 1 Green 1 Yellow
Amishka Prasad Jaxon Wilson Sash Kelly Amalia Gani
2 Blue 2 White 2 Green 2 Yellow
Tanvi Markod Samaira Sanghiv Saish Bimbhat Zidane Makhani
3 Blue 3 White 3 Green 3 Yellow
Ruby Aynsley Evianna Lowe Lacey West Levi Dixon
4 Blue 4 White 4 Yellow K-6 Gold
Nakshatra Ganapathy Bentley Gray Alaina Medina Eamon Harrison
5 Blue 5 White 6 Blue 6 White
Ezekiel Pangillnan Giada Kuizon Namish Reddy Trisha Arya
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We will be meeting every 2nd Friday to listen to and share
student voice about matters across the school.

Last week we had our first meeting and we discussed
passive play options for our new undercover play area.

The students had some great ideas and we discussed
looking after the new play equipment that Mrs Turner
organised for students to play with.

NAPLAN 2022
If your child is in Year 3 or Year 5, they are required to sit the NAPLAN test (National Assessment
Program — Literacy and Numeracy).

NAPLAN assesses skills in literacy and numeracy that are developed over time through the school
curriculum.

All NAPLAN tests will be done online, however Year 3 writing assessment will be done on paper.
The NAPLAN Online assessment window starts on Tuesday 10th May and finishes on Friday 20th
May 2021. There are opportunities for make-up times should your child not attend on the scheduled
day due to unforeseen circumstances.

For further information, click here for more information about NAPLAN

In Week 9 (21st - 25th March) this term, the students will be given an opportunity to practice taking
the NAPLAN test online. This is just a practice and results of this practice are not recorded or
accessed.

ATTENDANCE
EVERY DAY and MOMENT OF LEARNING COUNTS

Please ensure that your child not only attends school each day but that they arrive at school on time.
Arriving at school on time is just as important as being at school. Every minute at school

counts. When your child is late to school, they miss valuable start of the day procedures and
learning that sets them up for a successful day. Remember school starts at 8.30. If your child
arrives after 8.30 you will need to park the car and walk your child to the office as there will be no
teacher to assist at the Kiss and Drop area or Nazarene Crescent.

If your child is away, please send in a written note to the teacher explaining why your child was
absent and/or provide a medical certificate if appropriate.

Please keep your child at home if they have cold and flu symptoms. If they have allergies, we
require a note from your doctor advising this. Please keep the office up to date.

Mrs Joanna Delvecchio
Assistant Principal
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Religious Education Update

Last Friday, Fr Oliver visited our school to give us and our new buildings a special blessing. The
students and staff were very excited to have Fr Oliver visit each Learning Space.

Fr Oliver's Blessing Prayer:
Almighty God,

in your kindness hear our prayers.
May these buildings

be blest to the greater glory of God,

in the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
May this place be a centre of learning,

where your Word of life and truth,
enrich all who study and work here.
May they always strive to know your

infinite wisdom,

and model their lives and learning on the Incarnate Word.
Through Christ our Lord.

Amen

St Joseph’s Feast Day

Saturday 19th March 2022

This Saturday, 19th March, is the Feast Day of St Joseph.

....he did as the angel S
of the Lord had
commanded him

. and took his wife" <%

into his home.

On Friday, the staff and students will be gathering together in their
grades and participate in an in-class Liturgy to celebrate St Joseph’s
Feast Day.
Q@i This is an important day for our school as St Joseph is our patron
¥ ¥ saint. St Joseph’s made a huge difference in the life of Jesus.
ST. JOSEREIN \
el 8 Although he’s one of the most-recognized saints, little is known about
CASE £ /A4
MARCH 19
W e A
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In the Bible, he is referred to as a “just man”, which was considered a high compliment in his time. It
also meant that he was willing and open to do whatever God asked of him, including taking Mary as
his wife, despite her unusual and blessed pregnancy (Matthew 1:19). He also loved and cared for
Jesus. There also is a reference that St. Joseph was a descendant of King David.

St. Joseph protected his family, heeding the Lord’s direction, which came in a series of dreams and
messages from angels. After being instructed not to be afraid to take Mary as his wife, he did. They
travelled to Bethlehem, where he found a safe place for Jesus to be born. In another dream, he
followed the angel’s direction to flee with Mary and baby Jesus to Egypt to protect them. Later, when
those who wanted to harm Jesus were gone, an angel instructed Joseph to return home.

Donating to Project Compassion

Each year Project Compassion raises money for Caritas projects
in third world countries. This year the money donated is going to
towards clean drinking water in Mozambique, vocational schools
in the Solomon Islands and rehabilitating child soldiers in the
Congo.

We are now able to make donations to Project Compassion using
the link below.

https://fundraise.projectcompassion.org.au/st-josephs-primary-
schofields

Thank you for your support and generosity.

Mrs Anne Watson
Religious Coordinator
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Communication Update

In the era of COVID, floods and renewed school activities it is important to us that parents get the
information they need.

For the Cross Country Carnival, we trialled an online permission form through Skoolbag. We
anticipate that this will continue as a way of saving paper and administrative time.

If you are a family who is not on Skoolbag (or SeeSaw) and require assistance to set these
apps up, there will be a help desk set-up near the Nazarene Crescent gate this Friday 18t
March between 8:30 and 9:30.

SkoolBag — Single App
Download Instructions for Parents

The SkoolBag "Single App" enables users to add multiple schoolsto one app and is frequently
updated with bug fixes and improvements. It's the most reliable way to keep your community
informed with SkoolBag.

Download Instructions

For Apple Users
1. From your iPhone/iPad, open the Apple App Store and search for "SkoolBag" or follow this
Download the free SkoolBag app
Open the app, and add your school and you're ready to go!

w N

For Google Android Users

From your Android device, ensure you have an account in the Google Play Store
Open the Google Play Store and search for "SkoolBag" or follow this
Download the free SkoolBag app

Open the app, add your school(s) and you're ready to go!

N =

Stay informed with
the SkoolBag App

ol T -

SkoolBag®@

The SkoolBag app is the easiest way
to stay up-to-date with school
events, last minutes notices,
newsletters and all school
communications.

Don't forget to download
our school's SkoolBag
app to ensure that you
are kept in the loop on:

© School newsletters
@ Notices

@ Events Download the app
@ Cancellations Sﬁan:h flor;he fregSkololllB)Tg a:p in
. the Apple App or Google Play Store
© Reminders ;
© ..and more! 3\
Create an account
INSTALLATION Sign up in seconds with your email
address
INSTRUCTIONS

Add your school
Search for your school and add your
Just download the e subscription groups

“SkoolBag" app on your
00

phone, open the app and
e SkoolBag@¥

add our school!
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Wellbeing Update

Our learning goal when we explore the different zones are:

ZONES OF REGULATION!

response.

In the BLUE zone...

This zone is used to describe low states of alertness and down feelings such
as when one feels sad, tired or even sick. We often feel like our body is slow

moving and challenging to be focused and motivated with the learning.

Building our understanding of the zones in relation to using the right tools
depending on the zone.

Our focus in the Blue zone is to use a tool that will help wake up our body,
begin to feel better and regain focus.

¢ What have we discovered about self-regulation?

e How can | better understand my body and the impact
building tools have on me?

e How can self-regulation lead to an increased control
and problem-solving abilities?

When our children build their knowledge of recognising the
clues our body gives us, they can identify the emotional

-

[ BLUE ZONE TOOLBOX ]

HOW CAN YOU HELP YOURSELF?

The GREEN Zone The YELLOW Zone
HOW MIGHT YOU FEEL? HOW MIGHT YOU FEEL?
SAD HAPPY NERVOUS
TIRED OKAY CONCERNED
BORED FOCUSED SILLY
MOVING SLOWLY READY TO LEARN NOT READY TO LEARN
WHAT MIGHT HELP YOU? WHAT MIGHT HELP YOU? WHAT MIGHT HELP YOU?
TALKSTT[:QEECMHEDNE THIS IS THE GOAL! TAIEI;L[:‘;; ?:;I ggNE
TAKE A BRAIN BREAK WHAT CANGE(;E'? EUT}:]EEH TOTHE TAKE DEEP BREATHS
STAND HOW CAN YOU BE HAPPY, CALM SQUEEZE SOMETHING
TAKE A WALK AND READY TO LEARN? DRAWN A PICTURE
CLOSE MY EYES ) TAKE A BRAIN BREAK

Ms Paula Murphy
Leader of Learning
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HOW MIGHT YOU FEEL?

ANGRY
FRUSTRATED
SCARED
0UT OF CONTROL

WHAT MIGHT HELP YOU?

STOP WHAT | AM DOING
MAKE SENSIBLE CHOICES
TAKE DEEP BREATHS
ASK FOR A BREAK
FIND A SAFE SPACE
ASK FOR HELP




Sports Update

Diocesan Swimming Carnival
The Diocesan Swimming Carnival was held on Friday 11" March at Blacktown Swimming Centre.

Congratulations to Henri and Levi for doing such a great job representing our school as well as the
Blacktown Zone. We are so proud of you!

Cross Country
We were so blessed to have held our Cross Country Carnival at Beacon Park on Monday 14™
March. The weather was perfect, and it was lovely to finally see the sunshine!

Congratulations goes to each place getter and to every student who tried their hardest and gave
running the course a go.

The Diocesan Cross Country Carnival team will be announced once | have confirmation of the
details.

" PIC-COLLAGE

Mrs Kimberley Turner
Sports Coordinator
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Health Update

What is The Big Vegie Crunch?
The Big Vegie Crunch is a fun health promotion event to help our community UP THE VEG. Our school
will be taking part in The Big Vegie Crunch (part of Vegetable Week).

When is our school participating in The Big Vegie Crunch?
Thursday 24™ March at 9:30am

Primary schools across NSW will be joining together to break the record for the most students crunching
vegetables:

¢ 50,260 students crunching simultaneously (2018 record)

e 14,991 students crunching at other times over Vegetable Week (2019 record)

What can you do to help?
e Pack a container of vegetables (not fruit this time) for your child to eat on Thursday 24" March.
e Remember to keep serving up the vegetables at home and in your children’s lunchboxes. Check
out the flyer below or click UP THE VEG at Home link resource for ideas.

If you require more information on what activities our school is doing over Vegetable Week, please
contact the school or your child’s teacher.

Mrs Kimberley Turner
Vegetable Week School Coordinator

UpVEG CR0S THE
i Scion, JRES

It's a no-cost school-based health promotion event that encourages kids to eat
more vegetables. The event is funded by NSW Health. Read on for activity ideas to
include your whole school community in encouraging everyone to eat more vegetables!

SUPER CHARGE THE BIG VEGIE CRUNCH

Try to get as many of your classes and students involved in The
Big Vegie Crunch. Not only wil it nelp to brea the record for the largest
number of NSW primary school students eating vegetables simultanecusly,
out it will make vegie eating exciting for your students — now that's worth

ng about!

fyouomed help to get organised, check out the Get Ready! Get Steady! Get
ing! resource®. It has tips on how to get ready for the big day and even
includes a planning template

INVOLVE THE SCHOOL CANTEEN

The canteen is where kids get to use their purchasing power!
Encourage them to eat more veg by putting
more veg out there.
We all know the items at eye level on the counter are the ones that get
pul Du

stable i hot meals and extra vagetatdes n
ﬁar‘cmr]"es wraps and burgers.

QO why not try some of the school canteen ideas from previous Fruit & Veg
Month events?*.

In partnership with

w HEALTHYEATING
NSW  ACTIVELIVING
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(ONPETTION &

Some ideas include:
Run Stugents (and stafft)
submit their favourite vegetable joke or ricdle. Selectec entries
can then be read over the loudspeaker each day throughout
Vegetable Week

A story writing or graphic novel competition centred around
vegetaoles as supernerces, e.g. Captain Veg to the Rescue or NGl
The Amazing Adventures of Super Carrot

Design anew vegetable’ drawing or picture collage competition

Vegetable guessing competition. Provide clues each day over
Vegetable Week and classes or house groups submit their
answers at the end of the weex to see who gets the most
vegetzoles correct!

Umt o 17 1am o«gof the
dai, l b ﬂm loked

torarsuv.lamarod:AL— 3

COMMUNT!CRUNGH

Use the Schools Media Release* to let local media know what s
happening at your school over Vegstable Weex — a great way to
promote yourselves as a health-promoting school!

Ask local vegetable retailers, growers or distributors to talk to the
students about the paddock to plate cycle. Or organise selected
classes to visit a local community or market garden or walk through
the local fruit and veg shop.

If possible, involve your parents by inviting them to 2 vegetable marning
tea or long table lunch table. Y ant the ‘eat more vegetadles’
message to be heard at home. So, let them see it in action at school!

Post about your event on social media to spread the message further.
Remember to tag Healthy Kids using @healthykids.au for Facebook,
d

use the hashtag #8igVegieCrunch so we can find your post.


https://healthy-kids.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/VWBVC2022UpTheVegAcrossTheWholeSchoolFINAL.pdf

Enrolments for 2023

Enrolments for Kindergarten in 2023 (and other grades) are open. If any family has a child to commence
school next year, please download and complete the enrolment form available on the school website as
soon as possible so that we know how many places we will have available for new families.

Please notify any new families interested in attending St Joseph’s Primary, to register their commitment to
joining our community by clicking on the link below.

We had a successful Open Day on the weekend. If you are a new family and missed out, please register
for a tour on Thursday afternoons during May (dates highlighted below in red).

How to Enrol: https://www.stjosephsschofields.catholic.edu.au/Enrol-Now/How-to-enrol

Register for a tour: https://www.stjosephsschofields.catholic.edu.au/Enrol-Now/Tours-and-Events

Our new buildings are open to
families seeking enrolment for
their child.

—Saturday 12" March—
—10am—2pm—

School tours for new families
will be available on Thursday’s
5th, 12th, 19th & 26t May
St Joseph’s Primary between 3pm & 4pm.
78 Alex Avenue
Schofields

First round offers close
Friday 3rd June 2022

Please Register to Attend via our website
wwuw.stjosephsschofields.catholic.edu.au/Enrol-Now/ Tours-and-Events

Children are welcome. COVID safe guidelines to be followed.
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Photos from around the Classroom

Year 4 have been engaged learners whilst being taught by our Captivate division within CEDP. We are
getting a school band together.

This is a great opportunity and it is great to see many students persevering with learning something out of
their comfort zone.

See below photos of our future “Schofields Symphony” ...
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Parents and Friends (P&F) Fundraising

The Parents and Friends Team are running an Easter Cookie Drive Fundraiser.
Get behind a great fundraiser and place those orders quickly as orders close Friday, 18" March 2022.

Please see flyer below to support this initiative.

THE ST JOSEPH'S SCHOFIELDS PARENT AND FRIENDS
TEAM ARE RUNNING AN

Easter Cookie Drive

THE CUTEST LITTLE SNACKABLE CHOC-GINGERBREAD COOKIES YOU EVER DID SEE!
THESE ARE GLUTEN, EGG, NUT AND DAIRY FREE SO SOMETHING FOR EVERY BUNNY!

THE GINGERBREAD FOLK BUNNY COOKIE PACKS ARE AVAILABLE IN BOTH 70G (APPROX
14 MINI BUNNIES) AND 200G PACKS (APPROX 40 MINI BUNNIES).
ORDER YOURS TODAY VIA
HTTPS://WWW.TRYBOOKING.COM/BXWZU

ORDERS CLOSE ON 18TH MARCH

";‘1_

A2 &
/&

7

) W
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St Joseph’s Primary School, Schofields
Staying Connected with Us

Office Hours
B | Monday to Friday
A | 8am to 3pm
Phone

02 8869 8100

Yy
-

Email
stjosephsschofields@parra.catholic.edu.au

Facebook
St Joseph’s Primary School, Schofields NSW

Website
https://lwww.stjosephsschofields.catholic.edu.au

SkoolBag

SkoolBag — THIS IS OUR MAIN COMMUNICATION APP

Please download the app, add our school and select the correct year group for your
child/ren. This needs to be updated each year.

This is our MAIN COMMUNICATION APP for WHOLE of school notes, Fortnightly
Newsletter, Permission notes for Sporting Activities, Excursions (off school grounds)
and Incursions.

FAMILY

Seesaw Family — Parent App
An app to connect to your child's Seesaw Class account, view completed activities and
communicate with the teacher

e Messages can be sent via Seesaw to your child’s teacher
¢ Messages can be sent via Seesaw from your child’s teacher to parents/carers

Please note: Teachers WILL NOT respond to your message during class time

CLASS

Seesaw Class — Student App
An app to connect your child to complete assigned activities by their class teacher
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Community News

We’re hiring!

Thrive where your
Values are Valued

Want to use your skills in a high-quality,

caring early childhood service? Then join Ambrose
and be part of a supportive, enthusiastic and
professional team guided by Catholic values.

Positions for all experience levels
— Attractive Wages & Conditions!

Ambrose Activities and School Age Care (OSHC)
is seeking people of all ages to facilitate activities
as part of a supportive team.

« Full time, part time, casual, and permanent
* No experience necessary — training is provided

« Leadership roles for experienced Teachers and Educators

Ambrose is a licensed ECEC Service Provider operating
under the National Quality Framework. Working With Children
Checks and other screening requirements are mandatory.

A social enterprise of Catholic Diocese of Parramatta Services Limited (CDPSL)

Scan to apply

To apply or learn more about these roles, please direct
your enquiry through our recruitment partner FireFly HR.

Apply online: linktr.ee/CDPSLFireflyHR
or email: apply@fireflyhr.com.au.
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puration: 2¢
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EXPERIE

IF YOU WOULD LIKE YOUR CHILD TO DEVELOP GREATER

Confidence, Resilience, Leadership, Self-Esteem,

Motivation and Fitness while having FUN
articipating in
P PG = SuPER SOCCER, CRICKET,
STREET HOCKEY, VORTEX GRIDIRON, ULTIMATE LEAGUE, BASKETBALL, AFL &
OVER 12 OTHER AMAZING NON-CONTACT TEAM SPORTS

THEN YOU NEED TO
Go on scan che QR code to view our awesome commercial and [jind out
more about Australias No.1 multi-sports camp [jor kids

ONLY $110 FOR 2-DAYS OR JUST $10 IF
S YOU USE YOUR $100

CREATIVE

- CREATIVE KIDS VOUCHER :|

&/ WWW.MOTIV8SPORTS.COM.AU OR CALL 0402 200 479




Would you like to join

Cool hids Music Co.

lessons at school

Keyboard,
Guitar & Drum Tuition

Available for students in years 1-6
*
Perfect for beginners
*

Instrument provided for lesson
S CREATIVE

REGISTERED PROVIDER

30 minute lessons, once a week
*

Maximum 8 students per class
*

From $13.50 per lesson prepaid
at the beginning of the term
*
$20.00 once off book fee

What makes
CKMC so COOL?

Music Olympics held once a Term!
*
Encouragement, Awesomeness, Completion
and Certificate of Participation Awards
*

Lessons held in the convenience of your own

If you wish to enrol please visit

: k school with friends!
www.coolkidsmusic.com.au *
A Weekly homework charts and

n please call or email our friendly staff on: Y -
lirie: Ikidsmusic.com.au Semester Reports provided

*

Prizes for remembering
your book!

Room usage fee may apply at some schools*
Information and website are subject to change*
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Art on Canvas

- BOOK A

SPOT BY
FRIDAY
Ist APRIL!

CREATIVE

KIDS

Term 2 After- school Art Program "=
AT ST JOSEPH'S PRIMARY SCHOOL SCHOFIELDS

Great for:

0 concentration

0 creativity

0 building resilience

0 relaxation and more!

BOOK A SPOT BY FRIDAY 1ST APRIL 2022!

0 ART ON CANVAS FOR KIDS Q 0424 093 991

TIME: THURSDAY 14.45-15.45
STARTING: 28/APRIL/2022
VENUE: SCHOOL CLASSROOM
FEES: $240 FOR TERM 2



